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We had an excellent Eisteddfod in July and were very pleased with the week. Firstly I'd like to thank
all of the volunteers for your support. We need new volunteers to bring new, fresh ideas to the
organisation and so we can ensure succession planning when we need people to take over when
others retire. There are many people with various and appropriate skills who could make a great
contribution to the Eisteddfod, so seek them out and encourage them to get involved!
It was wonderful to see so many visitors on the field and the
turnout in town for the parade was apparently up to 7,000, which
is incredible! It was a huge pleasure and great fun to be a part of
the parade with Terry Waite. Following the parade's success with
so many colourful groups from all over the world participating, we
will hold next year's parade on the Friday afternoon once again.
The week began with the unveiling of the plaque on the town's
recreation ground on Dinbren Rd to commemorate that the
Eisteddfod was held there from 1947‐1957 before moving to the
current site at Penddôl. I'd like to thank all involved including Ysgol
Dinas Brân, Ysgol y Gwernant, Ysgol Bryn Collen, Dinas Brân's brass
ensemble, the choir from Trinidad and Tobago and not forgetting
the volunteers once again who ensured its success.
The Eisteddfod competitions were all great, culminating in the
splendid Choir of the World competition on the Saturday won by
the Bob Cole Conservatory Choir from California, U.S.A. And
weren’t The Swingles magnificent?
The Tuesday night will be a concert that will stick in my mind for
many years a more perfect Carmen in Kate Aldrich will be difficult
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Dates for Your Diary


Saturday 15th & Sunday
16th October
Volunteers needed to
assist with duties at
Llangollen Food Festival



Friday 18th November
Volunteer Fiesta!!
Thank you party for
volunteers in the
Pavilion starting
7.30pm (bring your
dancing shoes!)



Sunday 18th December
Annual Christmas
Concert in the pavilion.

to find, illustrated by a near 5 minute standing ovation! Local soprano Camilla Roberts
(granddaughter of the late Phyllis Reeves) has a wonderful voice.
Thursday's 70th Gala Classical Concert was wonderful with Bryn Terfel, Joseph Calleja and Eirlys
Myfanwy Davies. Bryn and Joseph make a brilliant pair with wonderful voices and humour.
Despite the weather over the weekend, Saturday proved to be a good day and Llanfest on the
Sunday was vibrant.
The outside stages during the week proved successful. I was very pleased that North Wales Jazz was
so popular.
Sunday's finale with Jools Holland and his Rhythm and Blues Orchestra was a foot stomping, exciting
way to finish. His guests including Ruby Turner were right on.
The Eisteddfod can't survive without the hard work of the near 800 volunteers, our staff and our
supporters which includes all our visitors from home and abroad. Thank you all. We are looking
forward to another successful Eisteddfod in 2017 our 70th birthday!

Dr Rhys Davies
Chairman

Even though over the summer I had a bit of time with my family and a week in Majorca soaking the
sun (well watching the sun from under an umbrella!) I have been doing work on the 2017 pavilion
programme. The structure is similar to 2016 but with two main changes.
1) The Children's Day concerts will be held on the morning of Tuesday 4th July
2) The traditional Heart of Llangollen Concert will be held on Thursday evening and renamed
International Showcase.
Following the success of the 2016 Parade we will keep it on the Friday for 2017 but we intend to
have a special opening ceremony in the town on Tuesday afternoon.
The other exciting news is that we are forming a Llangollen International Chorus for our opening
concert of 2017 – more information to follow!

Eilir Owen Griffiths
Musical Director
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Exciting new volunteering opportunity within the Competitors’ Liaison Team!
Following recent reorganisation, a number of exciting roles have been created within the
Competitors’ Liaison Team and we would love to hear from any current or potential volunteers who
would be interested in getting involved.
This team is responsible for all accommodation and transport arrangements for the Eisteddfod’s UK
and overseas competitors during their visit to Llangollen. Tasks include sourcing of accommodation,
arranging airport transfers and festival week transport, supporting visa applications, bursaries,
finances and so much more.
To be a volunteer with the Competitors’ Liaison Team, you should ideally –





Be computer literate
Be friendly and approachable
Be willing to work as part of a team
Have time to make a regular commitment during the year and throughout the whole of
Eisteddfod week

Initially, we are seeking a volunteer for the following role:

Assistant Competitors’ Liaison Officer










Deputises for the Competitors’ Liaison Officer
Files previous year’s files into archives
Prepares current year information regarding questionnaires, accommodation, travel
requirements, competitors, finances, bursary information.
Identifies non‐EU competitors and provide on‐going support for them regarding visa
applications in liaison with CLO‐Visas
Liaises with the Finance department to monitor payments and to collect outstanding
receipts on arrival.
Provides regular update reports to Governance, Delivery, Music and Staging , Town Events
and Hospitality committees
Liaises with Music and Town Events regarding parade and welcoming ceremony
Prepares welcome envelopes for overseas competitors and Hosts to include wristbands
Provides detailed evaluation of strengths and weaknesses in the year’s provision and makes
appropriate recommendations for development

If you would be interested in this role, or other opportunities within the Competitor Liaison Team,
please get in touch on volunteers@international‐eisteddfod.co.uk.
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Calling all food loving volunteers!
We are looking for volunteers to assist with Llangollen Food Festival, which will take
place in the Pavilion on the weekend of 15th & 16th October.
Help will be needed on both days and tasks will include manning the tills at the
entrance, putting wrist bands on volunteers and handing out goody bags. Shifts are
from 9.30am to 1.30pm and 1.00pm to 5.00pm. Ideally we would need 8 volunteers
per shift.
In return for the support, the Eisteddfod will receive a generous donation from the
festival organisers.
Please contact Keith Potts directly in the office on 01978 862001 if you can help.

Competitor Promotion Group
We are looking to reinstate the Competitor Promotion Group to attract competitors for
the 2017 Eisteddfod.
This group will support the work that Elise and Meg will be doing in marketing to
competitors and it is hoped that the group will be able to research the following areas
–
·
·
·
·
·

Overseas cultural organisations that we might build links with
Continuation of historical research of past competitors
Competition winners from other high profile events who might be worth
targeting
Links with countries that competed in 1947
Promotion ideas for within the UK

This research could be done at home or from a computer in the Eisteddfod office and
guidance would be provided. It is likely that a volunteer would be asked to research
one particular area as thoroughly as they can, depending on the time that they are
able to commit. This activity is likely to ongoing for the next couple of months until the
deadline for group applications at the end of November.
If you would like to get involved, please contact Siân Eagar at siane@internationaleisteddfod.co.uk
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The Music & Staging Committee was convened by Paul Coleman on 7th September 2016. After a
welcome from Paul, elections were held for the posts of Chair and Vice Chair – Elen M Roberts was
re‐elected Chair and Peter Budd was re‐elected Vice‐Chair. In a change from the previous few years,
Ann Ankers has decided not to stand for re‐election as Secretary, due to other commitments within
the Eisteddfod. In her place, James Brown was elected as Secretary. The committee are very grateful
for all of the hard work and time that Ann has dedicated to her role as secretary and wish her the
very best for her roles elsewhere.
An organisational change in the Eisteddfod this year has led to the role of Stage Manager being
appointed by the Board, rather than elected by the committee, as in previous years. Along with this
change, John Evans, for many years the Eisteddfod’s Stage Manager, will take on the role of Stage
Advisor. John’s nineteen years of experience and skills will be of huge benefit to the Eisteddfod as he
takes on this new role. Paul Coleman, as convener, and the Music & Staging Committee as a whole
wish to express their gratitude to John for his dedicated service over the significant length of time he
undertook the role of Stage Manager. Thank you, John.
During the meeting, Eilir Owen‐Griffiths, our Musical Director, shared his report with those present,
including some exciting glimpses of what Eisteddfod 2017 may look like. Some of these ideas
included a return to Tuesday for Children’s Day (please let any teachers know!), the possibility of
prelims on the field, new packages for competitors, a new choral competition and a new
“Celebration Chorus”. After the success of the move from Tuesday to Friday, the Parade will remain
on the Friday in 2017.
During 2015‐2016, there were two fund raising events associated with the Music & Staging
Committee – the now‐annual Christmas Concert raised £2616.45 towards the bursary fund, and a
Cheese & Wine evening, with entertainment from the exceptional show choir Stage2Stage and
auction of Eisteddfod memorabilia, which raisied nearly £3000! None of this would have been
possible without the help of many volunteers and those who supported the event. Thank you very
much, diolch yn fawr iawn.
Looking towards the future, December will see the return of our annual Christmas Concert on
Sunday 18th December in the Pavilion. The first meeting to organise this was held on 19th September
and plans are well underway. The concert is held each Christmas to raise money for the Eisteddfod’s
bursary fund, helping to ensure that competitor’s from less wealthy countries are able to attend our
Eisteddfod and add to the colour and diversity that makes our festival so unique.
To make this concert happen we desperately need volunteers to help, particularly organising before‐
hand. If you, or anyone you know, would like to volunteer to help or make donations, please contact
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either Louisa Jones volunteers@international‐eisteddfod.co.uk or please let the M&S committee
know by emailing James Brown at mands.secretary@outlook.com . Thank you. Diolch.

James Brown
Secretary, Music & Staging

I am writing this has the new finance Chairman, as you are no doubt aware of the new ruling within
LIME which means that Chairs of Committees have to stand down after 6 years, resulting in Jill
Sanders no longer being able to stand as Chair of Finance after the 2016 Eisteddfod. I would like to
express my grateful and sincere thanks to Jillie for her service as the previous chairman of the
committee and her long, dedicated and charismatic contribution to the Eisteddfod.
The first meeting for 2017 finance committee was held on September 21st 2016. The following
appointment were made of executive members.
Chairman: Trudi Edwards.
Vice Chairman: Selwyn Evans.
Secretary: Daniel Bowman
Additionally, the following new members were formally welcomed as members to the 2016‐2017
Finance Committee.
Daniel Bowman
Val Blair
Carl Jones
I would like to stress that every effort will be made by the Finance Committee members to provide
the highest level of support and assistance to the various committees in matters of finance and
resource allocations. I hope that we can continue, with your support, to work together to secure the
future to the Eisteddfod financially.
Trudi Edwards
Chairman of Finance

Hands On @ Llangollen Eisteddfod now has a Facebook page!

Like our page to keep up to date with the latest news and information!
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Following a very successful Eisteddfod Week Exhibition to mark our 70th Eisteddfod, the first one
with a tent dedicated to the archives, the Archive Committee now wants to build on this for a better
exhibition next year, possibly in a bigger tent, and with a greater variety of exhibits. During the week
we were amazed by the different stories we were told about the early days of the Eisteddfod,
including one in which the American Choir of the World winners were diverted while on their way
back to California, and put on board Air Force One in order to be congratulated in person by
President Johnson.
There will be an important role for new volunteers to assist with the Archive Tent each Eisteddfod
Week, but we shall also need help with the conservation and cataloguing of the Eisteddfod's
extensive Archive collection, to make it more accessible to those interested in discovering more of
the Eisteddfod story. This work goes on throughout the year. We are also in the process of
developing longer term plans for a more comprehensive development of the Archives. At the
moment we have a very small team trying to sort out the items we have in store, and getting them
catalogued in a coherent way. In short, we need help!
There is a wealth of audio/visual material stored in the pavilion, and we are planning to start work
on this as soon as possible; again, help with this would be very much appreciated.
The Archive team meet every Tuesday from 10:30 in the Eisteddfod board room, so please drop in to
see what’s going on.

Barrie Potter
Chairman, Archive Committee

(Photo courtesy of Barrie Potter)
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The Marketing Committee has had its first meeting and officers have been elected as follows:
Acting Chairman: John B. Page
Vice‐Chairman: Alan Birkbeck
Secretary: Carolyn Crellin
Minute Secretary: Bronwen Lebbon.
At its next meeting, the Committee will consider distributing its workload amongst members with
the appointment of lead members with the aim of strengthening the working of the Committee.
John B. Page
Acting Chairman, Marketing Committee

Mikala Bennion will be going on maternity leave on the 14th October. We send Mikala our very best
wishes for the safe arrival of her baby and every happiness as she begins this new chapter in her
family life.
Mikala intends to return to work in the late summer next year but in the meantime we are very
pleased that Chloe Ashley will be joining us from the 3rd October to provide maternity cover and we
are sure that you will all make Chloe feel welcome.

Many congratulations to Elise Jackson, Events Assistant, who
tied the knot in August following her husband’s show
stopping proposal on the pavilion main stage in 2014! Best
wishes for a very happy life together! (Photo courtesy of Elise)
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Earlier this year, the Eisteddfod’s PR company, Ceidiog Communication, ran the following story on
former Chairman of Hospitality, Betty Roberts, in which she shares just a few of her many
wonderful memories of her time as a volunteer.

Betty Roberts, from Johnstown, Wrexham, has been one of the vital cogs in the festival’s wheel for
50 years, meeting Diana, Princess of Wales and finding accommodation for thousands of
competitors in that time.
She was once faced with the mission impossible of finding beds for 67 hungry Hungarians late one
evening in North Wales back in the summer of 1980.
But thanks to Betty’s network of contacts and friends within hours every one of them had been
found a place to stay and given a good meal.
The amazing piece of organisation, and many others like it, have all been part of the job for Betty,
now a sprightly 84, who is celebrating 50 years as a very active member of the Eisteddfod’s
Hospitality Committee, half of that time either as Secretary or Chairman.
As the 70th festival approaches in July Betty has been looking back over her incredible half century
as an Eisteddfod volunteer and has added her support to an appeal for new volunteers.
Working closely with her fellow committee members it has been her responsibility to lay out the
welcome mat and find accommodation for thousands of overseas competitors at the festival since
1966.
Most of the time things have played out as smoothly as one of the festival’s choral programmes. But
there have been some challenging times too.
Betty, who has a son and a daughter and three grandsons aged 11 to 35, recalled the time the
Hungarians arrived so unexpectedly on that evening 36 years ago.
She said: “In 1979 I was asked to take on the post of Secretary of the Hospitality Committee and I’ll
always remember my first year in 1980.
“It was around 7pm on the Tuesday evening. I was in the reception area on the Eisteddfod field on
my own when the telephone rang and it was a young man from Llangollen who was at Ruabon
railway station and he said there were 67 Hungarians there and no coach for them.
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“I had 67 beds to find at 7pm and in those days everyone stayed in private homes so I rang a couple
just outside Wrexham to see if they could help. They rang me back to say they’d been out knocking
on doors and, unbelievably, they had found 67 beds.
“The Hungarians, who we had fed while they were waiting, wept tears of joy as they couldn’t believe
that people would open their doors at such short notice.”
Rhys Davies, Chairman of the Eisteddfod and a volunteer himself, said: “It’s people like Betty who
make the event what it is and ensure that it carries on and is now in its 70th year.
“The volunteers do a fantastic job and are real ambassadors for Llangollen and for Wales and we do
need more of them – and they get as much out of the job as they put in.
“That’s why people like Betty and others have been with us for so long and it’s what makes
Llangollen unique among festivals.”
Betty’s long association with the Eisteddfod had its roots way back in 1953 when, the year before
she was married to late husband Vernon, she met two members of an American singing group who
were staying with her mother, Sally Oliver, in Cefn Mawr.
She said: “They were with the Purdue Glee Club from Indiana and I got to know them quite well.
“In fact, I kept up a regular correspondence with one of them, a lady named Bertha Fleming, until
she died at the age of 92 over 20 years ago.
“It was meeting her at my mother’s and talking about the Eisteddfod that whetted my appetite for
becoming a volunteer. That and a little encouragement from my friend Joyce Davies who was also
from Cefn Mawr and Secretary of Hospitality.
“At first I was responsible for finding accommodation for the competitors in Johnstown, where I’ve
lived for the past 60 years, but later I became Secretary myself for 13 years and then served as
Chairman for another 12 years, finishing in 2004. I was also on the Eisteddfod board for 24 years
from the 1980s onwards.
“Things have changed a lot over the years and when I first started we had to find beds for about
2,000 every year, all in private homes in an area stretching from Bala to Whittington in Shropshire.
“Now most stay in schools and hotels but we still have many who want to have the experience of
staying with someone and we’re always keen to hear from people who would like to put people up.
“All of us on the committee are still kept very much on our toes and we’d be delighted to welcome
new recruits – they won’t regret joining us.”
Over the years Betty has made lots of friends through her work in hospitality and she met the Prince
and Princess of Wales when they visited the Eisteddfod in 1985.
Betty remembered: “Diana, who was a very nice girl and seemed to have done her homework about
the Eisteddfod, said she hoped I’d be getting tickets for the evening performances as I had been
working so hard.
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“I recall telling her that we hardly ever got to see the performances because we were too busy,
although we do now because we have a TV screen in our hospitality building on which we can watch
them as we work.”
Now the festival’s official Hospitality Liaison Officer, Betty never misses an opportunity to promote
the Eisteddfod to a wider audience and gives talks to groups across North Wales.

With thanks to Ceidiog Communication for the article and photograph

For this edition, one of our Eisteddfod week volunteers, Peredur Owen Griffiths, has sent in a very
interesting contribution, which gives insight into the background of his employer, the charitable
organisation, Christian Aid, who will also celebrate its 70th anniversary this year.

I have been volunteering at Llangollen since Eilir Owen Griffiths was appointed as Musical Director. I
had a call before his first Eisteddfod saying “Do you want to come and give us a hand big brother?”
Since then you can find my wife, Angela, and I outside the music office door dealing with queries
from competitors and volunteers alike. Queries range from, “How do I get my group to the right
place?” to “Can you take these 50 music stands in your car to Wrexham?” With so many volunteers
with a “can do” attitude, it is easy sort these things out.
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Recently, I started a new role with Christian Aid and was surprised by the similarities between
Llangollen International Eisteddfod and Christian Aid. If you can, cast your minds back to the end of
the Second World War there was an overwhelming move for peace. From the devastation of war
two prominent organisations were born, Llangollen International Eisteddfod and Christian Aid; one
to promote peace and harmony through music and the other to promote peace and the eradication
of poverty but both with peace as a mainstay of their organisation.
Here is a summary of Christian Aid’s history:
In 1945 the leaders of all the main churches in these islands asked that on the Sunday after VE Day,
Christians should resist celebrating a victory and instead donate what they could to help reconstruct
Europe. More than £3 million in today’s money was raised that weekend. It was used to provide
food and medical supplies so that refugees could rebuild their lives and to find teachers and equip
schools so that lives could begin to return to normal. ‐ That was the beginning of Christian Aid.
Christian Aid’s founders had a vision of a world where each person was respected because they were
a human being. They had a vision where everyone would live in peace and harmony with others as
good neighbours; and of a world without poverty.
Over 70 years the organisation has tried to expose the scandal of poverty so that no‐one here can
plead ignorance of the poverty that afflicts more than a billion children in developing countries and
the reasons for that. It has worked with partners in more than 80 countries to take practical action
with local partners to help people pull themselves out of poverty. Taking practical action has been a
hallmark of Christian Aid throughout its history. In the 1950s Christian Aid helped found Voluntary
Service Overseas.
They also decided to hold each year a week of awareness‐raising and fundraising to enable the
public to meet human need through Christian Aid. This is now Christian Aid Week, thanks to the
active support of an incredible 20,000 churches across the UK and Ireland, and tens of thousands of
supporters, raised some £11m.
In the 1960s Christian Aid took the lead in setting up the Disasters Emergency Committee to ensure
different relief agencies cooperated rather than
competed during a crisis.
In the 1970s it enabled 500,000 slum dwellers in
Calcutta to have clean water, sanitation and primary
education.
In the 1980s it issued an emergency appeal for
Ethiopia raising £1.35m and campaigned to end
apartheid in South Africa.
In the 1990s it helped to establish the Fairtrade
Foundation and successfully called for western
governments to drop $130bn of debt owed by poor
countries.
In the 2000s it reached more than half a million
people in need after the Indian Ocean tsunami and
in the 2010s it has helped 953,500 Africans to adopt
preventive health practices and get the medical
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treatment they need.
In the same way as the Eisteddfod, Christian Aid promotes peace, and has the same values as the
Eisteddfod. With the dedicated support of volunteers I hope both organisations will continue to
prosper for at least the next 70 years.
If anyone would like further information about our work please contact me on
powengriffiths@christian‐aid.org

(Photo courtesy of Pred)

From 6th to 17th February 2017, I will be joining a group of around 70 ladies to cycle 450km (280
miles) from Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam to Angkor Wat in Cambodia in support of three women's
cancer charities; Breast Cancer Care, Jo's Cervical Cancer Trust and Ovarian Cancer Action. This is the
second time I have completed such a challenge, having undertaken a similar event in India in 2012,
which took a group of us across rural Rajasthan in aid
of the same three causes and was a truly amazing
experience.
Although fairly fit, I am definitely not a cyclist so I will
need to do quite some training in order to get to
the level of fitness and stamina needed to complete 6
days of cycling in a very different climate and terrain. It
will be no easy task but I believe it will be extremely
rewarding both personally and in terms of the benefit
to the charities and the excellent work that they do in
the areas of research and support. Without the
generosity of donors, they simply could not continue.
Through sponsorship and fundraising activities, I am
aiming to raise at least £1,700, 100% of which will go
directly to the charities. I will be paying all flights, tour
and administrative costs myself.
If you would be interested in supporting the charities
and helping me to achieve my target, I have set up a fundraising page which can be accessed via the
following link https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Louisa‐Jones9. Alternatively, if there are any
ladies out there who fancy challenging themselves, I believe there are a few places still remaining, so
why not join me?!

Louisa Jones
Volunteer Team
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There have been many reasons for celebration over the summer months as a number of volunteers
have been married or become engaged. We wish them all the very best! Here are a few of them:

Below: Romantic Stage Crew
member Michael Jones
proposed to Outside Stages
Presenter Tracey Rawlinson on
a cruise in July.

Right: Outside Stages technician,
Scott Cooper and his wife Anna
were married on 1st September
at Llantysilio Church.

(Photos courtesy of the
couples)

Above Left: Continuity
Supervisor Siân Roberts and her
fiancé Gez Harrocks got
engaged whilst on holiday in
September.

We hope you have enjoyed this edition of the Hands On@
Llangollen Eisteddfod e-newsletter! The next issue will at the start
of January 2017. Please send any contributions to
volunteers@international-eisteddfod.co.uk by end of December.
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